POLITICAL TOPICS.

WHAT 1S TRANSPIRING IN SOUTH
CAROLINA TODAY.

—_—

A Classof Papers that No One Wants to

hReconcl’e”—Chat with Judge Cath-
ran—Gov. Russell on Constitutions—Re-
form Oppesition to & Convsaptlon.

We wish zuch fire eating papers as

the Columbia State and Greenville
News to distinctly and ewpbatically
understand that The Headlight is not
seeking or desiriog to *‘reconcile’’ their
editors, or any of theww kind, We are
anxions to see the real Conservatives of
South Carolina—{he men who refase to
countenance any appeel to the negro—
and our farmers get togsther, aud this
great result 18 the end tor which we are
working. But when it comes to these
extreme anti newspapers, why we had
as soon try to reconcile a rattlesnake or
a moccasin, They have been repudiat-
ed by their own side,and are now with-
out following or party. So we want the
State and the News to know that whai-
ever we write does not apply to them,
for when they join our party we shall
get on the ofher side, for it is a sure
sign that we are in the wrong. But we
believe the people of our State are now
ripe for peace and harmony, and it is
the duty of every good citizen to work to
bring about this happy result. [ is
wrong to try and place either factlon in
the Light of penitente, for we are all
Democrats. While we have a right to
differ in party policy, when the brand of
democracy has been placed upon a tick-
¢t it is the duty ot every true man to
rally to the support of that ticket. It
was such sheets as the State and News
that have worked up this division among
our people, and if they are listened to
will keep the chasm open, As to our
work for the reform movement; we bave
nothing to regret or apologize for., That
movemen? represented the people and
the will of the people, aniit the same
fights were to be made over again, we
would do exactly what we have done in
the past. Bat we concede to the oppo-
gition honesty of purpose and the right
to differ with us; but we do claim the
sawe for our people, We have now
bul one ticket in the field, and there is
no reason way the white voters of South
Carolina should not ouce more get to-
gether, and make politics subservient to
the prosperity and upbuilding of their
State. To reconcile and bring these el-
ements together will be our work for
the next two years; but we do not de-
gire to reconcile thess venomous news-

papers. .

Last Saturday we had & shori talk
with Judge J. S. Cothran, of Abbeville,
at our depot, and found him one of the
fairest men we have ever met. Judee
Cothran is a thoroughbred South Caro-
linian, snd & man, too, whom our whole
people love and honor. He voluntarily
resigned two of the highestoffices in the
gift of his people; and during the politi-
cal excitement that has racked our
Siate the past four vyeers, bas done
naught to fan the flames of factional an-
imosity; and neither has he denoueced
the administration, or advocated rebel-
lion against our laws. In speaking of
t{he political situation, Judge Cothran
said that he believed agitation tended to
improve and purify public affairs; that
for four days he had been arguing a mill
pond caze down in Unlon, and knew all
about stagnant water. And he was as
much opposed to stagnation in pohtics
28 he was in mill ponds, Judge Coth-
ran then went on to say that he believed
a man could support the Alliance de-
mands and be as good a Democratas if
he stood upon the Chicago platform
with both feet;. that this is a free coun-
iry, and every voter has the right to
think a8 his judgment dictates; but it 18
demanded of him to supportthe nomi-
nees of his party when they are made.
Judge Cothran then went on to say the
Demceratic party would bs a most ty-
rannical organizatlon if it required a man
{o think just as certain leaders dictated,

aod he was denied the freedom
of his own opimon, Bui, of
course, when our party meets in

convention, and formulates a platfom
and set of principles, it then becomes
the duty of every member {0 yield obe-
dience to those principles, and support
the nominees, whether they suit his
views or not. In speaking of the con-
stitutional convention, Judge Cothran
said that our State constitulions wers
too extended, and in many of them it
was endeavored to lezislate, instead of
simply framing organiclaws, Hehand.
ed us the following arlicle from the pen
of Gov, Russell, of Massachusetts, and
which he says embodies his principles:

Ex-Governor Russell of Massachu-
setts in his address bafore the Yale Law
School, has said some exceedingly ap-
dropriate things as to what a constitu-
tion should be and as to what a consti-
tutton should not bs, The constitution
of the United Staces, it is needless to
say, is a constitution as it should be:
“In less than thirty words,” says Gov.
Russell, “it created our whole national
judicial system.” By eight words it
eatablished our admiralty and maritime
jurlsdictlon, which, **by magnificent ju-
dicial evolution,” has broadened the
original English idea, until jurisdiction
extends ‘‘from theebb and flow of the
tide 80 88 to cover every league of navi-
gable water within our continental do-
main.” The system of ‘‘comprehensive
general principles and broad powers,
sufficiently elastic to allow of expansion
by proper construction, yet suffi-
ciently distinct to be effective and
protective, has atood the test of mors
than a hondred years, has catried us
through foreign wars and civil conflict.
has adequately met a phenomenal in-
crease ot population, wealth, and area
with its new and momentous questions,
has skilfully adjusted the delicate rela-
tions between state and npation, and
governed as efficiently 70,000,000 of
peoplescattered through forty-four states
reaching from ocean fo ocean, astihe
small population of the narrow coast
line which embraced Its thirteen original
constituents.” Substantially every re-
cent constitution framed in & southern
or western state 1s manifestly, in Gov.
Russell’s opinion, what a constitution
should not be, The masterful power of
enunciating great principles in few words
certainly seems to have passed away.
As far back as 1848, the *‘constitution
of Illinois increased in volums in the ra-
tio of eight to elghtesn;” in 1875, the
constitution of Missouri “1n the ratio of
eleven to thirty-one;”’ In 1891, the con-
stitution of Mississippi became ‘‘almost
a code of laws?’ containing two hundred
and eighty-fivs sections, ‘I'here is no
administrative detail too petty for the
constitutional delegate fo try his hand
at; and the controlling idea of our little
constitution makers manifestly Is that
when they get—chance to manage mat-
ters, they must fix them to suit them-
selves and trust nobody a not the leglsla

ture, not the juiiciary, not even the peo-
ple whom they exto! as the fountan of
poitical wisdom. In one of the new
siates there are ninety prohibitions
“upon the legislature in ths single mat-
ter of apecial legislation;”’” 1n apotber,
the consiiiution “even fixes the time
withm which a judge must render bis
decigion;” in North Dakota, it requires
the supreme couct of the state to ao the
work cf the reporter, ‘‘to prepare a syl-
iabus of the po'nts adjudicated In each
case,”” The primary purpose of a con-
stitalion 18 to createand deflne a govern-
ment; its pext is to secure persoral and
political mghts and establish a few of the
great and fundamental principles of
government, To these may be added
certain rastrictions upon the admloistra-
tive forces of wovernment-~the legisla:
tive, executive and judicial, But such
restriclions must exiend no further than
these administrative agences; that is,
they must not bind ths principal, the
body politic. Tae convention for the
beiter security of the people may tell
fature legislatures how they must work
but not what they mustdo. Goveroor
Russell rightly argues that these later
state constitutions ara evidences of dis-
trust. They show that society :n thoee
states dces not trust itself ia the selec-
tion of 1its own legislative representa-
tives; that the peopls though they do not
say to aking “Come and rule over us,”
does say to a conventlon, **Come and
take care of us; we have weakened; we
bave not the power of self-government
which our fathers had,”” Itis not un-
likely that;some future historian after &
careful study of our modern state consti-
tutions will philosophically formulate as
alaw of political eciences, *‘The longer
a constitution the weaker the people and
the more corrupt the commaunity,”’—
Central Law Journal,
» =

This is a iree counatry, and when the
right is denied any mau to differ with
others, tte would-be leaders who at-
tempt such a gag rule will find them-
selves badly left. Why, certain politi-
cians and newspapers are now irymng to
rule every man out of the reform party
that does not support s constiiutional
convention, Well, it i8 our impression
that when the experiment is tried these
boses will find they have bitten oft more
than they can well chew. When a free-
born Americaa citizen is aeked to stran-
gle his own views and support a measure
just becauss our “leaders” go advise,
he will go most too far. Now, lel us
ges how this constitutional convention
takes 1 South Carolina: The Lexing-
ton Dispatch, one of the ablest reform
papers in our State, and that has done
great work for the movement, has taken
a decided stand against a convention,
unless submitted to the people. The
Yorkville Yeoman, another paper estab-
lished by the farmers, and that isa
staunch supporter ot Gov, Tillman in its
last issue says that the people will not
gupport a constitutional convention un-
less they have a voice ln saying whether
or cot they will adept it when made. A
farmer, writing in the last iseue cf the
Cotton Plant, takes a decided stand
against a convention. He argues:

“Ths matter of this conventicn is no
new thing betore ths people, for it has
teen before them in other elections, but
it seems that it has been voted down on
every occasion, and why is it thus? We
will speak only for the farmers that sur-
round our immediate neighborhood. We
know their sentiments and fears asre-
gards this convention; now it 18 admit-
ted that the State constitutlon was iraim-
ed by the Ropublican party. Lst that be
as it may. There is oue partof that
constitution that has been ever since it
was framed a protection to the farmers
and poor widovs and children of our
State who mightin 7arious ways become
iuvolved and be thrown out into the
world without house or-home., And
that part is the part of the homestead
law, and we know that thers is strong
opposition to that one featare of the con-
stitution, and that is just why 1o our
minds that the convention has always
been voted down—was tha fears that if
there was ever a constitutional conven-
tion called that we would not know who
that convention might be composed of
whether it wonld be made up of men that
believed in some protection, or men Lhat
have been long wishing to see the day
come to get the opportunity to wipe
out that feature as part of the constitu-
tion, There may be some parts of the
old constitution that really ought to be
changed, and some might think that
that very homestead feature is the one
that cught to be changed, but somehow
or other we that bave seen the good
there has been in 1t to some people
don’t think so, unless it can be chauged
to make itbetter by making it good
against all mortgages, or anything else
that might be likely toupset it; that is
the way we think It should bs, safs
against any and all.tt‘l‘ings.”

-

So far as Spartanburg county is con-
cerned, unless a great revolation takes
place 10 public seatiment in the next two
weeks, we will roll up a majorlty of be-
twean iwo and three thousand against
holding a conyention. We have con-
versed with al least thres bundred farm-
ers and reformers from different
sections, and are vyet fo find
the first man who will eupport a
convention, unless it is submitted to the
people for ratification or rejection, We
also believe that Geenvllls and Union
will vote against it. In the latter connty
Hon, Godfcey B. Fowler made the race
for the legislaturs as an opponent to the
convention, and was nominated by a
large majoriiy. The otjections that our
people have to a convention are:

1. They demand that the work bes
submitted to them for ratification or re-
jection, and argue that 1f our leaders are
pot willing to trust them, that it is un-
fair to demand that they place their
suffragze and political liberty at the mer-
cyof 160 men, Such a proposition vio-
lates the very fundamental principles of
our reform movement.

2, If a property sufirags) qualification
is adopted, 1t matters not how small
the amount, it will disfranchise fully
one half of the white vote of the old
Iron District; and when you take away a
poor man’s bailot, youstrip him of his
armor, and place him atthe mercy of
the money power. We do not know
when our reform faction may go
out of power in South Carolina and
should the antis regain control of the
State government, they will draw the
line on the poor white man as well as
the neero, aud take his vote from him.

3. There is no doubt about an educa-
tional qualification being adopted, wh'ch
wiil require a voter to read the constitu-
tion of his State ‘‘understandinglv’’ and
write hia name, Now, there are beiween
one thousand and @fteen hundred white
voters in Spartanburg county who are
unlettsred, and when you draw the ed-
ucational line they are disfracchised,
and to be permitted to voie must violate
the laws of their Slate, This will
greatly weaken the political power ot
our county, and at the same time

take from these voters the only weapon )

they have to tizht for their rights with,
One of our leading reformers remarked
last Saturday that his father lived n
Pickens county, and was 92 years ola,
and while he bad given hia sons a good
education, ths old gentleman did nof
know a letter in the book, He has al-
ways prided himselton voling the ticket
of his choice, and is a good citiz3n. Now,
to take this old man’s vote from him,
or make him dependent on some one
elee for the prvilize of casting a ballot,
would be an ouirage, which his family
will receat to any extremily.

4, Qur siate executive commitiee ad-
mits that & copstitutional convention
would cest $50,000, which means 100
bales of 5% cents cotton taken from the
tarmers ol Spartanburg; for it matters
pot who pays taxes, it comes oul of the
tiller of the soil at last. Now, can our
people afford, their present siraighlened
financial condition, to incur this expense?
And then we must remember, that this
constitution can bs amended, and made
oyer new, if necessary, without costing
one extra dollar, and by the legislature
submitting any emendments it sees pro-
per Lo the people for their ratification.

5, While it is true the anti papers are
opposing the convention, this is no reas
son why an intelligent maa should fight
it. Every voler must think and act for
himseli, and not be guided either by the
commaads of one faction or another fac-
tion, This 18 a free country, and every
man is ziven the right to vote and, think
for himself,

6. And while we admit that this con«
stitation should be amended, there are
several good classes in it that we do not
want changed, Oane isthe homestead
law, that has saved o many a poor wo-
man her little home and bread for her
children, Then there is another clause
in the old constitution prohibiting a
creditor from selling a wite’s property
to pay her husband’s debts. Now is there
a justand humane man in South Carolina
who would want thess laws changed?
Better let the peopla ‘‘doctor’ mp the
old conshitution, and then they can say
what changes they want.,

7. Whea you disiranchise Lhe negro,
you also take the ballot from four-fitths
of our cotton mill operatiyes; and this
vote is thelr most preclous possession:
And then, the pay of the members of the
convention bas pot been fixed, and we
cannot tell what it may be. If we are
going to change our contitution, let us go
to work in a business-like way, and give
the white people a voice in saying what
they waunt done: Ifthe legislature will
pass & bill outlining the work of the con-
vention, and saying just how far it most
go, fixing the time it can remain in ses-
gion, and then regulate the per diem of
members, 80 that the people can see
what is expectad of them, then tbhey will
readily vote for a convention. But if
our lenders are afrald to trust the people
how can they expect the people to im-
plicitly trust and blindly follow them?

Now, those papers that are trying to
rule The Headlight out of the reform
party just becauce we don’t supporta
convertion, shonld set to work and an-
awer the above arguments. Wheu the
vote is counted in Spartanbarg couniy,
you will sea that this paper now, as ia
the past, 18 represeating the wishes ofa
large msjority of our reform voters.—
Ths Headlight.

Who Was Bhe?

CHATTANOOGA, Oct. 23.—About
thrae weeks ago a lady giving her name
as Mra, Hulda Marino, richly altired,
but in penniless circumstances, cams to
this city from no one knows where, and
took apariments at 431 Lindsay street,
She was evidently In great trouble of
gomse kind, but when approached by the
sympathizing and interested ladiee of
the house, she would say nothing of her
woes, ner divulge her home or identity.
Aithough she had no money she carried
two (runks, which were filled with
gowns of the richest description, costly
laces and expensive ornaments, seen at
once o be the owner’s and not slolen
property. She was a woman of about
35 years of age and beautiful to an un-
usual degree, though pictures ot herself
bhung upin her room revealed the fact
that time had wrought changes in her
beauty. The trunks in question were
labsled with hotel tags from many foreion
as weil a3 American cities, Two weeks
after her arrival she was taken sick,
having no money nor friends it became
necessary to take her to the hospital,
where she died Friday night. An ex-
amination led four doctors to concur in
the belief that she had suicided with
opium. Salurday afiernoon she was
buried in the potter’s fisld. County oi-
ficers took charge of her trunks and a
search was made of their contents, but
nothing was tound to establish her 1denti-
ty except divorce papers granted her
March 3, 1887, by Heary * Saeppard, of
Cook comnty, Chicago, from her hus-
band, who was namead in the bil a3
Joseph H, Marlano.

Getilog Beared,

CoLumnia, S, C., Oct. 24 —Since the
assasgination of Treasurer Copes of
Orangebur, the treasurers throughout
the State are becoming frightened, and
many of them are writlng letters to the
office of the Comptrolier (eneral ask-
ing if there is no way for them to be
relleved of collecting tours. Some
of them truthfully say in their letters
that affairs like the murder of Mr.
Copes are contaglous, and suggest sim-
ilar crimes to bloodthiraty men. 1f
would not be surprising to hear at any
time of the murder or attempted mur-
der of some county officer. Lt Is proba-
ble that the next Legislature will
change the law making 1t the duty ot
County Treasurer’s to go on collect-
ing tours. It is an unnec2ssary law,
anyhow, a8 the county seats are the

laces for tha collection of taxes, and
'ew taxpayers settle at the places visit-
ed by the treasurers.—State.

Puorsuing the Cook Gang.

Forr SyiTH, Ark.,, O:t. 24—The
news was brought bere voday by Dep-
uty United States Marshals that the
Cook gang of robbers who have been
holding up trains and looting towns in
the Indian Territory raided Gibson
Station yesterday. They looted all the
shops, escaping with considerable boo-
ty but it is not known exactly how
much the band raided. The band then
ralded the cotton [ield3 in the vicinity
and robbed the pickers at work, They
are being hotly pursued by Indian
police and a strong posse of deputy
marshals, News of a light in which
the bandits may be exterminated is

looked for at any moment. The pur-|wi

sulng officers say they will show no
quarter to the robbers,

Got off Light,

NEw ORLEANS, Oct. 24 —D:roard
Kiotz, Sr., Bernard Klotz, Jr, and
Clarence Routh, who have been on trial
sioce Monday, charged with shooting
President Willlam A. Scholl of the
Olympic Club some months ago, were
relleved from suspense about 7 p. m.,
when the jury being out seven hours
returned a verdict which was: Bernard
Kiotz, Sr. and Clarence Iiouth, not
guilty; Bernard Klotz, Jr., guilty on
the second count, shooting with intent
to k11l, The extreme penalty is three
yearg in the penitentiary.

“BE OF GOOD CHEER.

SENATOR HILL SPEAKS TC SOUTH-
ERNERS IN NEW YORK.

The Empire Stata Wiil Check the Rapub-
1lean Tide—Nnt 8 Questlon of Hil or
Oleveland, but of Democracy—The Par-
ty's Perll.

NEW YOoRK, Oct. 24, —Senator David
B. Hill this afternoon addressed a
meeting of Southerners in the St.
James Hotel. The Senator was asked
to meet the vice presidents and the
members of the executive committee of
the Acsociation of Southern Democrats
in New York in their headquarters in
the St. Jumes Hotel before going to
the Carnegle Music Hall. He agreed
to do so and the time was fixed for 4
o'clock. No one but the officers of the
asssociation and a few of their friends
knew anything about the affair and
consequently when Senator Hill enter-
ed the headquarters promptly at 4
o'clock there were less than a hundred
people present, Before he had finished
his speech, however, the news spread
that Senator Hill was making a speech
and the large room was very promptly
filled, The association embraces nearly
all the Democratic Southern business
men in the city.

President Dickerson introduced the
Democratic candidate for Governor to
the audience. The Senator talked more
in a conversational tone than he usual-
ly does and his speech, although it was
evident that he made no preparation,
made a favorable impression. Senator
Hill began by saying that he did not
intend to discuss the tariff question or
the monetary question. *“I simply
want to tell you,” he said, *that the
Democratic party is the party of the
Constication, that ;it belleves in the
State rights, in the sovereignty of the

‘States and in the personal liberty of

citizens. It 1is the party of Jefferson
and Jackson, It is the party upon the
supremacy of which depends the future
gecurity of this country. Itis the par-
ty to which I have always belonged
and to which I shall always belong
stl) long as It remains true to its prinei-
ples,

“The Democratic party is a national
parly. It does not believe in a strong
centralized government. It believes in
the government of the United States.
It believes in an honest administration.
It has a record of which all good eiti-
zaons might well be proud. It has re.
cenlly been assalled on every hand and
fears for its safety have been enter-
tained. But I rejoice with you that if
there i3 any such idea in other parts of
the country, it has not entered into the
heads of the Democracy of the Empire
State. (Applause,) We, here, have
stopped the tide. We do not propose
to allow the rising tide of Republican-
{sm to sweep over the country. We
have glven reasonable satisfaction to
the people. Some mistakes have been
made—some mistakes In local affajra—
but that is no reason why the great
party of the country, the party upon
whom the destines of the country de-
pend, should suffer.

It 18 much easier to break downa
party than to bulld it up. Mr. Whit-
ney never said a truer thing than when
he said; ‘Let 1896 take care of itself)
Let us take care of 1894, If tbe weath-
er permits, and I don't think you
Southerners are afraid of rain, I hope
many of you wili ba with me tonight
in Carnegie Music Hall. I’ersonally I
am largely indifferent to the result of
this contest, but the life of our party
1s at stake. The constitutional amend-
ments have been discussai and debated
and 1 am here fo assure you as one who
possesses or is supposed to possess
some political judgment, that we are
going to defeat those amendments. I
am satisfied even if my canvass only
involves that result. If we do not de-
teat the constitutional amendments at
this election we might as well disband
as a party. The best businesa interests
of the city will be served by their de-
feat.1 congratulate you upon your good
organization. I believe in organization,
althongh I am opposed to wnat 18
sometimes called machine, I belleye in
detall and legitimate expenditurs of
money for the printing of documents
and the dissemination of good doc-
trines. I am opposed to any corrupt
means in politics. A kind friend of
mine said a few days ago with the best
intentions, I donot doubt: ‘Hillisa
great vote-getter; he ought to be elect-
ed.” I objectto those phrases. I have
no more means of getting votes than
any other citizen. 1 have no methnds
of getting votes than that of going be-
fore the people and presenting to
them the living questions of the day.
It has been my fortune, or misfortune,
if you like, to be opposed to candidates
who are millionaires, but 1, myself,
have no great means. I know no leger-
demaine by which to secure votes. The
citizens of New York, who have among
them & large number of Southerners,
have been very generous to me in the
past. This time,I am the representa-
tive of the party. We must win or lose
with the candidates who have been
nominated. I wanted other candidates,
but now that the candidates have been
chosen, I want to win this fight. Sena-
tor Faulkner spoke the truth when he
told me that our campaign s attract-
ing the attention of the country. The
interest in it is great, I have been in
many counties 11 this State and never
have I seen 8o much interest displayed.

“Now, we propose to stand by our
national administration. What the
country wants now is a falr trial of
the Democratic measures that have
been passed. What would you zain by
voting the Republican ticket. You can
turn over this State to the Republicans,
but you cannot have the McKinley law
enacted because the Presideat’s veto
stands in the way. There is nothing to
be gained by giving the Republicans
control of this State.

“Be of good cheer. We can win this
fight. I know the country people. They
are not fickle. They are not exeited.
Their heads and brains are working in
the right direction. They are not
Cleveland men, nor Hill men, they are
Democrats. Of course it must be ad-
mitted that there i3 not the high exhi-
bition of party patriotism that there
should be in New York and Brooklyn.
1 suppose that a certain degree of self-
{shness is incident to human nature
and we must overlook these things. At
any rate your assoclation does not mix
up these things, At any rate your 4s-
gociation does not mix upin these local
matters. You can afford to look high-
er and see that great State and Nation-
al questions are involved in this elec-
tion, and that we as Dsmocrats must
n % "

Senator Hill was loudly applauded at
the conclusion of his speech, and he
shook hands with nearly every one
present before returning to the Llark
Avenue Iotel.

Blown Up,
ARERDEEN, O2t, 24 —A dispatch re-
ceived here from Deterhead, &

geaport about twenty-five miles from
here,announces thay the Swedish schoo-
ner Allen, loaded with gunpowder,
which was at anchor near l’eterhead,
has been blewn up. It is added that
within two minutes after the explosion
nothing was to be seen on the surface
of the water hut splinters from the
schooner. All her crew perished. J

UNDER NINE MILLION BALES.

reo———
An Impartial Ootton Stailstician Glves
SBome Figurees,

NEW ORLEANS, Oct. 256.—The local
press will publish tomorrow a circular
of Mr. A. J. R. Landauer,ons of the
largest exporters from the South of
American cotton, estimating the com-
mereial crop of cotton for the currevt
seagon at 8,885,000 bales.

Mr, Landauer estimates for Texas
2,700,000 bales, or an increase of 641,000
over last year; for the group of other
Gulf States, embracing Louisiana,
Mississippi, Arkapsas and Tennessee,
2,700,000 baies, an increaae of 484,000; for
the Atlantic States, embrac.ng North
and South Carolina, Georgia, Florida
and Alabama, 3485000, an increase of
210,000 bales.

Calculated by percentage, he makes
Texas gain 31 per cent, other Gulf
States 22 per cent., and the Atlantic
States 614 per cent. His views are pre-
dicated on personal observations made
while traveling throogh sections of
North and South Caroling, Georgia,
Alabama, Tennessee, Arkansas and
Texas and in addition to the reports of
a large number of experienced corre-
spondents throughout the South.

Referring to reports promulgated rel-
ative to this sexs.n’s growth, Mr. Lan-
dauver says: “From my own personal
observation and from what I learn from
reports received, I feel satisfled that
I:!:edy leld of the present cropis exagger-
B e .!l

He says the fact that 5,600,000 bales
were marketed from States otber than
Texas last year, notwithstandiog the
very poor yield of the Mississippi Val-
ley bottoms, indicates that some very
fine crops must have been raised in
many sections of those States, leading
to the inference that while good re-
sults may be obtained this season, they
must be considered in a good many
cases in comparison with like condi-
tions last season, He finds Texas,
Louisiana and North Carolina ahead of
all other States, while the hill lands of
Arkansas promige indifferent and, in
many cases, poorer crops tham last
year. (ieorgia and South Carolina
crops are very much spotted, some
good, others not better than last year—
while the gain in Mississippi, is prin-
clpally in bottom lands which promise
better than for years, while the up-
lands will give an increase.

Mr. Landauer says that Egyptian and
Indian crops .will equal last season,
while the .Asiatic crop promises to
prove disappointing. He clalms that
the spinning trade In England and
Germany is improving; France reports
good trade with progpects of waills con
tinuing to work full time, and thatin
Russia many of the most prominent
spinners and manufacturers have con-
tracted ahead for their entire output
for 1895, some having contracis up to
Marcb, '96.

In America, he looks for a considera-
ble improvement over last season, and
estimates the takings for the year by
foreign and domestic spinuers at 8.600,-
000 bales of American cotton and cal-
culates on this basis that should the
current crop reach 8 900,000, the visible
anpply October, 1st, 1895, will not have
increased more than 350,000 bales over
that of October 1st, 1894,

He claims that with continued low
prices, India will nrot ship anything
like the quantity she has shipped the
last two years, and that with a reduc-
tion of the Asiatic crop, the demand
for cotton from other centres will natu-
rally increase, added to which he
points to the probability of planters
holding back a great deal of this
year’s product on account of low
prices, and 88 cotton cannof be raised
at present values, unless there is an
improvement, next season must wit-
nees a consiaerably reduced acresge.
He claims that the present heavy
movement to warket is not an indica-
tion of the crop, as it might be even
greater with an eight million crop,
and expresses the opinion thut it is
suicidal to sell an article which has
gone far below the price of prodaction,
concluding as foilows:

“American cotton bas no competi-
tion, and hence Araerica 1s in a far bet-
ter positior to dictate the price of this
article than any other she exports. As
a matter of counrse, if planters continue
to rush their entire oroduct to market
at once, if they areso frigntened by
current prices as to demoralize others,
then it is possible we may witness even
lower prices yet, Oa the other hand,
if they market gradually and hold a
portion, their risk s certainly only
nominal, if any,and if no great ad-
vance be established, we might, for a
time at least, experience steady mar-
kets, followed by a healthy advance.”

Note—Mr. Landauer is Belgian con-
sul here and manager of the American
Trading Company.

Too Much for Him,

Avcusra, Ga., Oct. 24, —Harrison
Smith, 8 negro laborer who worked for
W. H. & W. B. Brigham, and who
lived ip Summerville, committed sui-
clde. Heshot himself twice with an
old Rritish bull-dog pistol. once in the
breast and once through the heart, He
was found dead about 4 o’clock last
afternoon by a party of boys who were
out hunting in tne woods in the valley
at the foot of Monte Sano, and in the
rear of the Expositfon grounds near
the street car line. He was lylog on
the ground on his back in a pool of his
own blood and the pistol which had
done the work was tightly clasped in
his right haod. In his pocket was
found a razor, and from his baving
been so well armed 1t 18 believed he
had thoroughly made up his mind and
was determined to end his exlstence,

Harrison’s troubles were of a domes-
tic nature. He was the father of a
large family who were entirely depen-
dent upon his labor for a support. His
house was encumbered, and woat made
matters worse aed caused him to be-
come despondent and lead him to com-
mit the rash act was the present of
twins his wife made him on Sunday
which incteased the count of his chil-
dren from eleven to the unlucky num-
ber of thirteen. The large and sudden
addition to his family broke Harrison
up completely, and after meditating
and soliloquizing he concluded life was
a purden and that the responsibilities
were greater than be could bear and
decided to shake off the mortal coil.
After dinper, while returning to work
down the lonely road, Harrison con-
cluded the time had come %o destroy
himself, and he walked into the woods
and after finding a quiet and secluded
spot under tha shade of the pines he
laid himself down on tne grass, pulled
his Iittle gun out of his pocket, placed
it to his breast and after ciosing his
eyes pulled the trigger.

Not having been killed instantly he
imagined the bullet had missed the vit-
al parts, he located his heart by run-
ning his [ingers over his breast until he
struck the spot where the throbs of the
organ of life were felt palpitating, and
there he placed bis pistol and lired the
second shot, which put his lights out.
Some of the negroes were of the opin-
ion that llarrison had been murdered,
but there was no reason for that theory
and 1618 believed that he intentionally
did it all by his ione self. Tne body was
alterwards removed fto the pegro
church nearby, where 1t will bs kept
until after Coroner May holds an in-

quest at 10 o’clock this morning.

SEARCEY CONFESSES,

A Loug bat Successtnl Bearch for the
Stolen Bonda and Stocks,

CALYERTON, Ya., Ost. 23.—Before

b‘etut brougtt to Fredericksbuig,
Charles J. Searcey, the Acquia Creek
train robber, made a confession which
was taken down, put into typewriting
and i3 now in the hands of the proper
authorities, -
_ There were buf, two men concerned
in the robbery, Morganfield ana Sear-
cey. They had known each other be-
fore an1 had talked of a scheme of that
sort, but Searcey for soma time refused
to go {oto it, They fically met in
Washington and there ugreed to roba
train, but fixed on wuo particular one,
From Washington they came to Fred-
ericksburg and hanging sbout there
for two or three days, stayiog in the
woods most of the time, but coming to
Fredericksburg several times. Ua the
afternoon of the day of the robbery
they walked to Brooks Statlon from
Fredericksburg and there waited for
the northbound train. They got on the
train at Breoks in the darkness, behind
the tender, havinrg been bidden near
the piekle factory under a box car.
When the train stopped they had no
particular reason for selecting Acqual
Creek a8 the spot for the robbery.
Morganfield blew open the cardoer
with dynamite, using a half stick with
fuse and cap in the end. Morgsanfield
also entered the car, while Searcey
stood outside and terrorized the train
crew and passengers,

After the robbery they got off the
engine and struck norihwest over the
country road, golog to Calverton Sta-
tion in Faquiere county and then to
Midland and Balston and on by the
Faquiere White Sulphur Springs, fol-
lowing the telephone line to Kroot
Royal. Near Calverton they hid in the
woods some of the goods they had got-
ten from the express car.

After being brought here, Searcey
offered to go where these things, con-
sisting mostly of bouds and bank
drafts, were hidden. On Monday he
was taken in a team from Fredericks-
burg with Mr, Robert Pinkerton of
New York, Sergeant C. W. Edrington
of Fredericksburg and Mr. W. Jey-
mour White, Commonwealths attoroey
for Stafford county, over the route
travelled by him in trying to escape,
to endeavor to locate the spot where
tne bonds had been hidden.

Monday night, the party spent with
ex-Sheriff Hugh Adle of Stsfford. Af-
ter breakfast with Mr. Adle, the par-
ty set ont to find th2 pluce where Mor-
ganfield and Searcey divided the mon-
¢y and hid the express pouch contain-
ing the bonds and drafts. Up through
the Stafford roads, they went by Staff
ord’s store on to Bristowburg and to
Calvertop, Searcay tryiug to remember
the road he and his pal travelled and
the place he left the road. From Cal-
verton the party drove to Catletts and
from there back on the road to Stafi-
ord’s store,

About three miles from Catiettes,
Searcey identified where they left the
road and took to the woods. Driving
into a field, the horses were tied behind
a hav stick and the search for the bag
began. The shades of evening were
falling and Searcey, handcuffed to ’in-
kerton, with Sergeant Edringtop, ex-
sheriff Adie and Commonwealth At-
torney White spread out through the
pines, Searcey had described the spot
exactly, but an hour’s search failed to
find it. It was getting quite dark
when Mr, Adie called out that be had
found the spot and all partles hastened
up to where,under the roots of 2 blown
down tree, just a3 Szarcey had describ-
ed, the bag was taken out. I=y con-
tents were not examined. The party
drove at once back to Calverton where
the bag was sealed and shipped to the
Adams Express Company at Washing-
ton. The patty will spend the night
here and drive back to Fredericksburg
in the morning.

A Tarrible Colllslen,

HousToN, Texas, Oct.24,—A terrible
headend colliston occurred at 12.40
this morning on the Southern Pacinc
at Walker station, 23 miles west of
here. T'he west bound passenger traip
left Houston 40 minutes late and was
running very fast to make up time.
The telegraph operator at Walker had
received a dispatch ordering the pas-
senger to meet the east bound stock
train there. When the passenger train
pulled into Walker he falled tv display
the regular signal, and after changing
the mail went back to his cflice, where
he saddenly remembered his orders.
In the meantime the passenger train
in charge of Conductor Reed bad pull-
ed out at a high rate of speed. AtKic-
son realizing hig blunder telegraphed
to way stations, but all cflices were
closed except Rosenberg. At that
point the extsa stock train had receiv-
od orders to taka the siding at Walksr
for the passenger. .Koowing the pas-
genger was late Conductor Hessa and
Brakeman Sandsbury mounted the en-
gine, expecting to reach Waiker, take
the siding in time and let tne pussen-
ger fly past. The extra stock traln was
making 46 miles an hour when the en-
gineer saw a light a few yards ahead,
through the dense fog. He command-
ed his fireman to juomp, reversed his
engine and jamped himself, Then
came the frigutful crash, the two en-
gines beiog badly mashed up. Conduc-
tor Marfon Hesse and Brakeman Saps-
bury of the freight, who were riding
on the engine jumped, but were caught
under the engiaoe and crushed to death.
Connor, engineer, C. A. Honsacker fire-
man on the freight, both jumped aod
each one had bis right leg broken be-
sldes recelving other injuries. Fire-
man Dan (ibson,of the passenger traio,
was badly burt on the leg. J. R. [rvip,
express agent, was injured on the head
and Mike (yarvey, brakeman, badly
bruised.. The most miraculous eszape
was that of E. . Randolph muil agent.
The mail ear was telescoped and demol-
ished; Randolph was throwa through
his cirinto the express car but only
slightly bruised. Ths escape of Express
Agent Irvio was almost as mqu.-:uluus.
as his car was also wrecked. Five cars
of cattle and horses were mushed 1o
pleces, all tha live stock beiog killed.
Some of the freight cars took lire and
were burned up, No damage was done
to the passengers. The track was not
cleared until tonight.

Small Pux.
WasmiNgToN, D, C, O:t, 24 —S2var-
al days ago a baby named 1tach Caston
died of smallpox and from tuls source
has sprung live others. Taa chld’s
fither 13 an employee in the [’znslon
ofiize and he communicited tae disease
to Judge E. M. Ruacksr,of tha law de-
parcmsnt of tae L'anslon Barean and
Willlam O wvens s messenger in the
same bureau. Judge Rucker lives at
4 boarding house coatainiog tweaty-
gix gaests, Som3 have bacom= frignt-
ened and ieft while others are quarant-
ined. Three colored woman ewmployed
at the Ciston residence caught the dis-
easeand one Mary Muodel i dead and
pary Taomus and Mary Beown have
violent cases. Considerable excitemant
pievails among the clerks in the 1en-
8101 oflice over the matter. Lné cises
have been remavad to the hosptta! for
contagious diseases, nad the Health
Dapartment i3 taking every sanitary
precaution to prevent the spreading of

the disease.

Rolgn of Terror,

Forr Syitm, Ark, Oct 23.—Four
men robbed every store, and the post
office, in the village of Watova, a sta-
tion on the Kansas and Arkansas Val-
ley Rallroad. A hold up at Tallals,
six miles this side of Watova, was an-
ticipated, but did oot take place. A
posse of Unlted States marshals have
left for Glbsor, where theywill be
joined by Iodian police and others,
when a concertrated effort will be made
to capture the robbers who held up the
train Saturday night. John Van‘' who
held the horses for the robbers
Saturday night, was brought in
yesterday morning and 18 now in
the Uplited States jall. A reign of
terror prevails along the line of the
Kansas and Arkansas Vallev Road
from Tort Gibson to Coffeyville,
Kansas, Clerks and marchants in all
the towns go well armed.
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